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Narrate Writing Prompts
with Specific Exemplars
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The bush
e Every picture tells a story. Use your imagination and
. . experience to narrate (tell) a story about the photo.

Find three specific exemplars attached.



Prompt 20: The bush

Exemplar 1:  Bridge
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Prompt 20:

Exemplar 1:

The bush

Bridge

ELEMENT

'RUBRIC

| RANGE

RUBRIC |

CATEGORY.

COMMENTS

Ideas

R1-R6

R3

Ideas have some simple elaboration that is derivative of fairy
tales.

Structure and language

R1-R6

R2

Text shows an emerging awareness of structure and
language appropriate to purpose. Begins as a description of
the picture then changes to simple narrative (they wanted a
lovely family outing) with a basic problem (lack of a bridge).
Some language features are appropriate: use of past tense
(not consistent), introduction of dialogue.

Organisation

R1-R7

R3

ideas are sequenced. Pronoun referencing is correct
throughout, but the flow is interrupted by changes in tense
from present to past across the text.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R3

Low R3. Mostly simple and everyday words. The use of
adjectives and adverbs (going deep into the bush, lovely
family outing, family of three) adds precision and takes the
writing to a category R3.

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R3

Sentences are correct and have some extension. The
structures are repeated.

Punctuation

R1-R7

R3

Sentences are joined with commas throughout. Two full
stops used correctly (end of each page). Correct use of a
comma to mark clauses (the family said, and they ...), and
experimentation with direct speech. On balance, category
R3.

Spelling

R1-R6

R4

Spells high-frequency words correctly. No difficult words
used.




Prompt 20: The bush

Bill, Bob and John

Exemplar 2:
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ELEMENT

RUBRIC
 RANGE

RUBRIC

_CATEGORY:

COMMENTS

Ideas

R1-R6

R4

Ideas have some elaboration that goes beyond the writer’s
immediate world — hiked every mountain in the world,
paramedic, hospital, cast). There is a simple, literal moral (pride
comes before a fall).

Structure and language

R1-R6

R3

A short adventure story. A problem is presented and leads to a
response and a brief ending. Language features are mostly
appropriate: individual characters with emerging personality
(Bill looked at his brother and laughed), use of dialogue, past
tense.

Organisation

R1-R7

R4

Ideas are sequenced but paragraphs are not indicated. One
instance of incorrect tense in the opening sentence.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R4

Text includes a variety of precise words that support the
adventure-based theme: hike, mountain, slipped and tumbled,
cliff, paramedic, investigate, base camp.

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R4

Uses simple, compound and complex sentences correctly. Some
variety shown with extended complex sentence (Bill was just
about to suggest ... when) and some extending clauses (to be
strolling, to investigate).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R5

Sentence punctuation is correct. Correct use of contractions,
mostly correct capitals for names, and comma in list. Some
missing or incorrect commas for phrasing and direct speech
(uses full stops instead). Some random use of capitals (R, B, L, F,
T).

Spelling

R1-R6

R5

Spells some difficult words correctly (paramedic, investigate,
suggested, mountain, notices). One error with homophone to
[too].




Prompt 20: " The Bush

Exemplar 3: Heavy-booted feet
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Prompt 20:

Exemplar 3:

The Bush

Heavy-booted feet

ELEMENT

'RUBRIC.
| RANGE

RUBRIC
CATEGORY

COMMENTS

Ideas

R1-R6

R5

Ideas show complexity by going beyond the writer’s
immediate world to consider the relationship between
humans and the environment.

Structure and language

R1-R6

R4

Orientation and complication are developed and engage the
reader’s interest. The ending is brief and lacks resolution.
Some language features are appropriate to the purpose: use
of past tense (not consistent), connectives showing
sequence of events (just as, then), descriptive language. On
balance, the text describes a scene, rather than narrating a
story: there is insufficient control for purpose for a category
RS.

Organisation

R1-R7

R6

Paragraphs are developed. The change to past tense from
the last sentence of the first paragraph causes a minor
interruption to flow.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R6

Deliberate and sustained use of expressive words and
phrases to create atmosphere and imagery {heavy-booted
feet, quivers, bulging backpacks). Some minor glitches
caused by use of clichéd or everyday language (e.g.,
adorable creatures) or unnecessary words {Fred).

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R6

Sentences are crafted for effect. Minimal error (subject—verb
agreement: the sweet song of birds fill [fills] the air; missing
word: taking [the] shape of a tui chick).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R6

Correct sentence punctuation (one instance of sentences
joined with a comma — see opening statement). Other
punctuation assists the reader: e.g., commas are controlled
to clarify meaning, hyphens to assist imagery (skyscraper-
like, cotton-soft), possessive apostrophe (spectators’). Some
minor error: hyphen (over-head), contraction (it’s).

Spelling

R1-R6

R6

One spelling error (see last sentence — thats). Text includes a
range of difficult words: visible, miniscule, adorable,
creatures, camera, spectators, sweat, talons, certainly,
plummeting.




e-aslille

| heard a whisper but no-one was there
Whisper | Imagine you heard a whisper but couldn’t see who had
whispered. Write to narrate (tell) a story about a

whisper.

Find four specific exemplars attached.



Prompt 21:

Exemplar 1:

| heard a whisper but no-one was there
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ELEMENT

RUBRIC |
RANGE

_RUBRIC
_CATEGORY

_COMMENTS

ideas

R1-R6

R3

A simple idea close to the writer’s personal experience (scary
noises in the night) is introduced with some basic development
and elaboration.

Structure and language

R1-R6

R2

Some appropriate structural elements are present: the opening
statement engages the reader’s attention and introduces a
simple problem which is quickly resolved. The writer has
attempted to use some appropriate language features: use of
dialogue, past tense and connectives showing time sequence.

Organisation

R1-R7

R3

Although inconsistencies in tense across the text sometimes
interrupt the flow, the ideas are sequenced and there is a
coherent storyline.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R3

Uses mostly everyday words and phrases, with some precise
language to add interest: ‘rushed’, ‘befor you even know it’ and
‘Ahh it is a gost’.

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R3

Correct sentences show some variety in type (direct speech,
questions, statements). Sentences are mostly simple, compound
and complex (first sentence is complex) and some structures are
repeated.

Punctuation

R1-R7

R3

Some correct use of sentence punctuation. Punctuation of direct
speech is partially correct. No other punctuation attempted, and
apostrophes for contractions are missing (Im, whats).

Spelling

R1-R6

R4

Spells most words correctly, and achieves close approximations
of others (gost, befor). One error with a common word (Oof/of).




Prompt 21: | heard a whisper but no o

Exemplar 2:  The powerful words
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Prompt 21: | heard a whisper but no one was there

Exemplar 2:

The powerful words

ELEMENT

| RuBRIC
| RANGE

RUBRIC

| cATEGORY

| COMMENTS

Ideas

o Y

R1-R6

R4

A main storyline is present and elaborated, although some
elements (e.g., the ‘tingly’ feeling) are introduced but not
developed. Some complexity in ideas is shown through
reference to universal feelings (e.g., frustration at being
ignored).

4 i?_ﬁ"%f{\@,
I he.

fucned on

Structure and language

R1-R6

RS

Text has a clear orientation, complication and ending that
reverts to a beginning: “Here we go again ...”. Language features
are appropriate: the main character’s personality is developed
through description and dialogue; consistent use of past tense;
descriptive language.
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o T E O
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Organisation

R1-R7

R6

Paragraphs are structured around shifts in setting (school, way
home, at home) and support the development of the narrative.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R4

The choice of words adds interest (e.g., “How queer” he thought
to himself). Uses a variety of words and phrases, including
adjectives and adverbs, to add precision (imagitive mind,
extremelly tired, quitelly shuffled).

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R4

Most sentences are correct. Structures are simple, compound,
and complex. Some variety in length and type begins to create
effects (see use of direct speech, for example).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R4

Missing sentence punctuation, random capitals and missing
contractions keep this in category R4. Experiments with direct
speech, and uses a hyphen, a comma for phrasing, and ellipsis.

Spelling

R1-R6

R4

Although most high-frequency and some difficult words are
spelt correctly {through, weird, devilish, interrupted, creature),
there are errors from over-generalisation of double letters
(quitelly, extremelly, ignorring, eatting, dozzing, scarriest). Text
contains elements of a category R5 and category R4: on balance,
category R4.
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Prompt 21: | heard a whisper but no one was there

Exemplar 3:  lce angle
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Prompt 21: | heard a whisper but no one was there

Exemplar 3:  lce angle

| RUBRIC | RUBRIC

‘ ELEMENT | RANGE | CATEGORY| COMMENTS e -E02103
(ﬂf/gfnt// ﬁf/]fgﬁf ﬁ//? QA g 7/0/@/ Ideas are complex, with reference to xdeas beyond the
; writer’s immediate world (the supernatural, angels). ideas
/772?/ 74’) (/ﬂgé //’74/ @’/‘ﬂ “S d/)/ Ideas R1-R6 R5 are elaborated with detail that creates atmosphere (it felt

(C’Wf 7/ 7@ i//[//’ %ﬁf? é);%?p/? 7%3/)7 like I was traped in ice).

J— . Orientation is limited — the text begins abruptly. However, it

QC/ZZ//Z. Sb} L d//"/ /[5 “7: goes on to present more than action and events — it creates
Mks /ée/(jj ﬂpf! Cé/) @?/M Structure and effects (mystery} and surprises the reader vyith an
] P language R1-R6 RS unexpected ending where the narrator realises things have
7 {/ﬁf‘//f/?{ A4 /jﬁ‘é%’?%« o 5%7{, T not been as they seemed. Language features support

7%]’1’6 740 - 7[/ e . :Z: df%“)‘?f@?/ V074 zgg;c));sgé:ts?e(:;:‘escrlptuve language (shivers running up my
CLEs [Z/?ﬁ/ e XS Y/?/E//’:’rf? Although there are some correct paragraphs (category R5),
%&%S/Cf; /}71/ jg?{/{‘(p 7 4”)/7&//@(//— some coherence is lost because changes in tense across text

] Organisation R1-R7 R4 are not controlled (category R3). The writing has some

7§/é fZ’ﬂ§m A@//]M 7 ans %[’f’@ features of a category RS and some of a category R3: on

/f%‘?/?l S’“A{) //;/%77& 7%&) e b balance, a category R4.

; /4 % P 7% Some word choices enhance meaning and mood: e.g., old,
%@ /‘/7 7Z53 7‘4 { £ ‘)ﬂ’é HE. tfwe Vocabulary R1-R6 R5 dark alleyway; cold wind freezing my body; icey crystals;

7’%2 74//02’2’ gentle whisper.

Correct sentences show some variety in structure and

L %’b}’ /i?/’!;,/ (_;ﬂé,g»"jj ﬁﬁf/ length {e.g., basic complex sentence As [ saw my hand, it
5’%@/@/ //yés};wgp/ f; 5;{&/*@2%,, turned purple — although ‘saw’ would be better as ‘looked
4 \ at’). However, the majority of correct sentences are short

and have similar structures beginning with ‘I’ {/ started to
count ... ; | opened my eyes ... ). There are attempts to use
sentences for effect {e.g., As  walked in with my hand’s as
cold as ice, silents. No-one was there). Other sentences
have errors such as incorrect verb tense (As / walk it didn’t
move) or missing words (see opening sentence). On
balance, and taking number of incorrect sentences into
account, category R3.

High R3. Some sentences are punctuated correctly. Many
others have missing punctuation, are fragments, or are
incorrectly joined with commas. Use of other punctuation
(contractions, commas for lists, phrases and clauses) is
inconsistent. Uses possessive apostrophes incorrectly for
plural nouns (hand’s as cold as ice).

A wide range of high-frequency words is spelt correctly.
Other high-frequency words show errors with basic spelling
rules (whipped [wiped); traped [trapped]; carryed; steped,
icey). Although some difficult words are spelt correctly
(crystals, reflection, future), errors in high-frequency words
keep this in category R4.

Sentence structure R1-R6 R3

Punctuation R-R7 R3

Spelling R1-R6 R4




Prompt 21: I heard a whisper but no one was there

Exemplar 4. Don't move
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Prompt 21: | heard a whisper but no one was there

Don't move

Exemplar 4;

 ELEMENT

'RUBRIC
RANGE

"RUBRIC
CATEGORY|

 COMMENTS.
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Ideas

R1-R6

R6

Ideas show originality and insight, with reference to
complex issues such as family violence, and generalisation
to universal feelings (real fear makes you paralyzed).
Although some aspects of the story could be developed
further (e.g., the father’s motive for looking for the
daughter/murderer), the ideas are sufficiently effective and
elaborated for a category R6.

Structure and
language

R1-R6

R6

The orientation is compelling and engages the reader. The
body of the text creates tension and suspense, building to a
climax towards the end. Language features are controlled
for purpose: present tense is used to bring the reader into
the moment, descriptive language is used throughout, and
characters are developed.

Organisation

R1-R7

R7

Paragraphs are structured and linked to pace the narrative
and build tension.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R6

Language choices consistently enhance meaning and mood
(gripping their mouths shut while they whimper and sob;
Nearly suffocating like a fish out of water under my hands).

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R6

Sentences are deliberately crafted to have an effect on the
reader: e.g., short, choppy sentences build the pace and
sense of dread {(Don’t move. Don’t make a sound. Don’t even
breathe).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R7

While there are some errors in punctuating direct speech,
and with contractions and apostrophes, the punctuation is
used to enhance meaning and to guide the reader through
the text.

Spelling

R1-R6

R6

Writes with few errors and spells a wide range of difficult
words correctly (whimper, echo, comfortable, immediately,
surprised, surrounding, sympathy).




e-asille

The day things started disappearing

Disappearnng| Imagine that things start to mysteriously disappear... One
thing disappears, then another thing has gone, and
another... Write to narrate (tell) a story about these
strange disappearances.

Find five specific exemplars attached.



Prompt 19: The day things started disappearing

Exemplar 1. My iPod
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Prompt 19:

Exemplar 1:

The day things started disappearing

My iPod

'ELEMENT

_RUBRIC
'RANGE

RUBRIC

CATEGORY |

COMMENTS

Ideas

R1-R6

R3

There is a main storyline with some development. The ideas
do not have the complexity required to move to category R4.

Structure and language

R1-R6

R3

Opening sentences give a clear orientation — when, what and
where. Language features are mostly appropriate: use of
dialogue, past tense (though not maintained through text),
nouns related to the event (beglar [burglar], Police, bag);
linking words to show sequence of events (Later that day).

Organisation

R1-R7

R3

Ideas are sequenced to show the order of events, but
paragraphs are not used. Tense across the text is
inconsistent, moving randomly between past and present.
This interrupts the flow.

Vocabulary

R1~-R6

R3

Uses a range of everyday words and phrases, with a small
number of precise words and phrases to add interest and
detail: ‘at 5:25 pm my 5100 doler notes disappeared’.

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R3

Errors in verb tense and word form cause problems with
some sentences in the first part of the text (e.g., the
sentence beginning ‘Whill I was going to buy ...". The second
half of the text contains many short, correct sentences with
some variation in length (/ skremnd) and type (e.g., use of
direct speech).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R3

Some sentences in the first part of the text are correctly
punctuated with capital letters and full stops. Sentence
punctuation is missing in the second part of the text. No
other punctuation attempted. Some random use of capital
letters throughout the text.

Spelling

R1-R6

R3

A range of high-frequency words is correct. Attempts at
other words demonstrate use of phoneme—grapheme
relationships (miss plast [misplaced], skremnd [screamed],
posabol [possible]).




Prompt 19: The day things started disappearing

Exemplar2:  Book/ring/CD
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Prompt 19:

Exemplar 2;

The day things started disappearing

Book/ring/CD

ELEMENT

| RUBRIC
_RANGE

RUBRIC
CATEGORY:

COMMENTS

ldeas

R1-R6

R4

Several ideas with some elaboration. Simple instruction
(presented as ‘the moral of the story’) takes the text beyond
simple ideas.

Structure and language

R1-R6

R2

Some structural features of narrative are present. Rather
than one developed story line, there are three mini-stories,
each describing a similar problem that is not developed. Use
of past tense is appropriate for narrative structure,

Organisation

R1-R7

RS

Basic paragraphing. Each scenario has its own paragraph.
Some slip in cohesion with change to present tense in third
paragraph.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R3

Uses a range of everyday words and phrases.

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R4

Sentences are mostly correct. Some variety shown in length
and beginnings. Some glitches (e.g., tense — ring fall [fell}
out; word form — every has lost [have ever lost]; missing
word — to try [to] find it; missing subject and verb in the third
paragraph — but [it was] not there).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R4

Most sentences are punctuated correctly. Some run-on
sentences (e.g., | asked my Mum to try find it she was very
cross). Other correct punctuation includes a comma for list.
Experiments with capitals for proper nouns Mum, Dad and
Pop — but use here is incorrect {(‘my’ indicates common
rather than proper nouns).

Spelling

R1-R6

R4

Spells a wide range of high-frequency words correctly. A
more difficult word {research) is correct. Attempts steero (all
letters present but in wrong order). Consistent error with
where/were, thing/think. Some incomplete words in third
and fourth paragraphs (looke [looked], so [something]).
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Exemplar 3:

The day things started disappearing

Supermarket
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Prompt 19:

Exemplar 3:

The day things started disappearing

Supermarket

(ELEMENT

.RUBRIC. .

'RANGE

RUBRIC
CATEGORY

'COMMENTS

Ideas

R1-R6

R4

Ideas show some complexity, with elements from the wider
world (e.g., TV — breaking news). Ideas are not sufficiently
elaborated and developed for a category R5.

Structure and language

R1-R6

R4

Effective orientation to context (where, what). Storyline is
consistent and includes a problem and simple resolution.
Language features include use of dialogue, descriptive
language, and some development of individual character
(e.g., father’s character hinted at through stomping
downstairs and reaction to TV show).

Organisation

R1-R7

R6

Paragraphs are correct and support the development of the
text. There should possibly be a new paragraph at / decided
to be a detective ....

Vocabulary

R1~-R6

R4

Uses a variety of precise words and phrases to add interest
and information (phone vibrate, eyes widened, not moving a
muscle, in a low voice, detective).

Sentence structure

R1-R6

RS

Low RS. Sentences are correct with one or two minor errors
in verb tense {/ close them and opened them again/ ... the
only thing | did ... was watch the news and waited). The
structures are somewhat repetitive, but there is a variety of
sentence types, including direct and reported speech (see
second to last sentence). Meaning is clear.

Punctuation

R1-R7

R4

Many sentences are joined incorrectly with commas (i.e.,
run-on sentences). Only a few are punctuated correctly with
capital letters and full stops. Other correct punctuation
includes commas for phrasing and to separate clauses, and
the use of ellipsis and contractions (although some
contractions are missing). Punctuation of direct speech is
partially correct. Text has elements of category R5 and
category R3; on balance, the best fit is category R4.

Spelling

R1-R6

R5

High-frequency words and some difficult words are speit
correctly {(muscle, detective, information). Errors include
disappearence, allright, and whitnessed.




Prompt 19: The day things started disappearing

Exemplar4:  Woken up one morning
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Prompt 19:

Exemplar 4.

The day things started disappearing

Woken up one morning

ELEMENT

RUBRIC
_RANGE

RUBRIC
'CATEGORY

COMMENTS . Ec

Ideas

R1-R6

RS

The elaboration of ideas surrounding the unexplained
disappearance of the narrator’s family creates a sense of
mystery: But this time it was different. WHERE ARE THEY?
Complexity is shown by the link to universal feelings (e.g.,
unease when familiar routines and surroundings change
unexpectedly). Some elements of the storyline are
undeveloped, jarring (e.g., the disappearing couch) or lacking
originality (it was all a dream). Low R5.

Structure and language

R1-R6

R4

Opening sentence provides an orientation to the theme
(something wasn’t right). This is followed by the response —
a search for the family — which is developed through a series
of actions. The ending is brief (it was a dream). Language
features are appropriate: use of past tense, connectives
showing sequence of events (5 hours went by), nouns
related to the event, and words and phrases to create a
sense of mystery (but this time it was different; they still
werent home).

Organisation

R1-R7

R4

Text shows control over sequence of ideas, but paragraphs
are not used. Some minor glitches in tense across the text
(first sentence As | had woken up; bottom of p.1/ just don’t
know).

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R4

Word choices and phrases add interest and create drama
and suspense (strange, weird, | didn’t really panic). incorrect
word choice and placement causes some jarring (Everything
began to disappear one by one/l strangely woke back up), as
does use of everyday words such as just, guite and really.

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R4

Sentence length is used to create effects (e.g., short
sentence / began to worry!). Many sentences have repetitive
structures (I ran upstairs, | just thought, | somehow fell).
Most sentences are correct; others have verb errors (maybe
their just gone for a walk/ but no one [was] playing it).

Punctuation

R1-R7

R5

Most sentences are punctuated correctly (a couple are
joined incorrectly with commas). Other correct punctuation
includes commas for phrasing, contractions (wasn't, didn’t;
error with werent), and capitals for effect.

Spelling

R1-R6

RS

Some difficult words are spelt correctly (different, weird,
playstation). One common error: their (they're/there).




Prompt 19: The day things started disappearing

Exemplar 5:  Hair straightener
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Prompt 19:

Exemplar 5:

The day things started disappearing

Hair straightener

ELEMENT.

-RUBRIC -

RANGE

RUBRIC
| CATEGORY.

COMMENTS

Ideas

R1-R6

R6

Ideas show insight and originality, with reflection on global
themes (e.g., consumerism). The main theme is focused and
elaborated through the storyline.

Structure and {anguage

R1-R6

R6

Effective opening, which gains the reader’s attention. A
problem is introduced and developed in the body of the text.
Resolution is brief (eco-friendly society). Language features
are appropriate: characters are developed {e.g., the opening
sentences convey a clear picture of the narrator’s sister);
tense is controlled (combination of present and past tense);
use of dialogue. Control of language features puts this text
into category R6.

Organisation

R1~-R7

R5

Ideas are grouped and sequenced and some paragraphs are
indicated appropriately. Some paragraphs contain too much
information: further paragraph breaks are required, to
structure the narrative and assist the reader.

Vocabulary

R1-R6

R6

Precise words and phrases are used consistently throughout
the text, to enhance meaning and create mood
{premonitions, epedemic, serene). Effective use of figurative
language (e.g., like a lion’s deafening roar).

Sentence structure

R1-R6

R6

Sentences are controlled and used for impact (e.g., the
opening sentence and sentences such as Fire raged, storms
swept, people died and families wept). The narrator’s
technique of introducing herself in the sentence ‘I'm Jane ...
is effective in drawing the reader into the story.

Punctuation

R1-R7

R6

The majority of sentence punctuation is correct (some
sentences are joined incorrectly with commas). Other
correct punctuation includes commas for lists and phrasing,
contractions (where’s, don’t, I'm), an apostrophe for
possession {lion’s), and hyphens (upside-down, eco-friendly
society). Punctuation of direct speech is mostly correct.

Spelling

R1-R6

R6

Writes with minimal spelling error {malnurished). A wide
range of difficult words is spelt correctly, including
straightener, obscenities, premonitions, consumerism,
neigbourhood.




